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Expressions "In vivo hydrolysable ester", "prodrug" do not bring more 
specification to the claimed domain and appear, rather, to claim 
desirable properties or results to be obtained which are not achieved yet 
at the filing time- They encompass a great, non-limitative variety of 
compounds which differ from the claimed active compounds, either in the 
side chaln(s) or In the core structure. 

Present claims 1-11, 13 to 16 relate to an extremely large number of 
possible compounds and processes. Support within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, 
however, for only a very small proportion of the compounds and processes 
claimed (in fact, two examples). In the present case, the claims so lack 
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope Is impossible. Consequently, 
the search has been carried out for those parts of the claims which 
appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the 
compounds including the definitions specified in claims 4 and 8, as they 
appear to be illustrated, and analogous thereof (it 1s noted the wording 
of claim 4 -contrarily to the one of claim 8- is not limiting as such 
since the given specifications for HET-3 do not exclude other definitions 
of R4 like does the specification of group C to be E which excludes group 
D). 

Apparently the definition of R24 has been drafted to exclude the vakue 
CH3 without using the formulation of a proviso. This results in unclear 
redundances of the definition of R24. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions In respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority Is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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Although claim 12 Is directed to a method of treatment of the human/animal 
body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged effects of the 
compound/compos 1 1 1 on . 

2. H Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the Intematlonal Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international Search can be carried out, specincatly: 
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3. I 1 Claims Nos.: 

— because they are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This Intemationai Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intematlonal application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Internatlonal Search Report covers all 
' — * searchable claims. 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort Justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not Invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



a I I As only some of the required additionai search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international Search Report 
' — ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, speclfically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report is 
— restricted to the Invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by dalms Nos.: 



Remark on Protest The additionai search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additionai search fees. 
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